CIRCUIT COURT FOR ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY
ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTIVE
Pursuant to the Amended Administrative Order Expanding Statewide Judiciary Operations in
Light of COVID-19 Emergency, dated February 16, 2021, issued by the Hon. Mary Ellen Barbera,
Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals of Maryland, the Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County
shall establish the following procedures, effective March 15, 2021. The Court shall continue to
take measures to mitigate the potential for exposure for individuals visiting the Court, as well as
all courthouse personnel, with continued restrictions to limit the concentration of individuals
and require social distancing, masks and other measures consistent with guidance from the CDC
and Maryland Department of Health. Judges, Magistrates and the Sheriff’s Department are
authorized to enforce social distancing and courtroom capacity restrictions and may require
witnesses and/or observers to be excluded from or rotated in and out of courtrooms. All such
measures are subject to further modification based upon changes in the health emergency
situation.
In an effort to promote greater normalcy in court operations and in preparation for the
anticipated resumption of full operations, this Court will significantly simplify all procedures to
avoid confusion and uncertainty. We continue our commitment to safety and access to justice
and are thankful to our courthouse staff and the entire legal community for their diligence and
cooperation in these unusual times.
The Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County shall resume Phase IV operations, pursuant to the
aforesaid Amended Administrative Order, on March 15, 2021, with the following procedures in
effect through April 23, 2021, unless superseded by subsequent directives:

Criminal
1. All attorneys (stand in counsel not permitted) must personally appear for all
Criminal matters.
2. All Defendants who have been released, or are on house arrest, must personally
appear for all Criminal matters.
3. All incarcerated Defendants will continue to appear remotely, except shall appear in
person for Motions hearings and Court trials, or if a demand is made with the
Criminal Case Management Office to personally appear for any other Criminal
matter, subject to COVID testing.
4. All witnesses must personally appear to testify in any Criminal matter.
5. Jury trials shall continue to be suspended and are scheduled to resume on April 26,
2021.
6. Only the Criminal DCM Judge may authorize, on a case-by-case basis, any exceptions
to these procedures, which shall only be granted in the event of a documented
emergency health or safety issue.
Civil
1. All attorneys, parties and witnesses, except incarcerated individuals, must personally
appear for all Civil matters, except for scheduling and pretrial settlement
conferences.

2. All scheduling and pretrial settlement conferences shall continue to be conducted
remotely.
3. All incarcerated defendants, including inmate grievance matters or administrative
appeals, shall continue to appear remotely.
4. Only the Civil DCM Judge may authorize, on a case-by-case basis, any exceptions to
these procedures, which shall only be granted in the event of a documented
emergency health or safety issue.
Family Law
1. All attorneys, parties and witnesses, except incarcerated individuals, must
personally appear for all Family Law matters, except for scheduling conferences,
pretrial settlement conferences and uncontested divorce hearings.
2. All scheduling conferences, pretrial settlement conferences and uncontested
divorce hearings shall continue to be conducted remotely.
4. Default hearings shall continue to be conducted remotely through March 26, 2021.
Beginning March 29, 2021, default hearings shall be conducted in person.
4. Incarcerated individuals shall continue to appear remotely.
5. Only the Family Law DCM Judge may authorize, on a case-by-case basis, any
exceptions to these procedures, which shall only be granted in the event of a
documented emergency health or safety issue.
Juvenile
1. All attorneys must personally appear for all Delinquency and CINA matters.
2. All delinquency Respondents who have been released or on community supervision
must personally appear for all matters, along with parents or guardians.
3. All detained or committed delinquency Respondents will continue to appear
remotely. Parents or guardians must still appear in person.
4. DJS and DSS caseworkers will continue to appear remotely.
5. Magistrates shall have the discretion to conduct “hybrid” proceedings with a
combination of in-person and remote witnesses and interested persons due to the
limited size of their hearing rooms.
6. Only the Juvenile DCM Judge may authorize, on a case-by-case basis, any exceptions
to these procedures, which shall only be granted in the event of a documented
emergency health or safety issue.
Note: This Directive supersedes any remote hearing notices that may have already been
issued by the Clerk for matters scheduled beginning March 15, 2021 (expect Family Law default
hearings through March 26,2021). Counsel and parties are directed to rely upon the procedures
contained herein to determine the method of hearing in each matter.

March 2, 2021
Glenn L. Klavans
Administrative Judge

